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Rationale 

Over the summer, all Pasadena ISD students who are enrolled in Pre-AP English or Pre-AP 

Reading classes are required to complete a summer reading project.  This project will help 

students understand the work ethic that is required to be successful in these higher level 

classes.  The activities included will give students a glimpse of the expectations to which they 

will be held in the 2018-19 school year. 

Students will choose between two novels that have a similar theme of perseverance.  The 

genre of The Boy Who Dared is historical fiction, and I am Princess X is a mystery.  

The project will be due on the first day of school, August 20, 2018. 

Any questions about this assignment may be directed to Katherine Rearick, Instructional 

Specialist for Intermediate ELAR, at (713) 740-0072 or krearick@pasadenaisd.org 

 

Text/Title(s) 

Students will choose ONE of the following books to read and purchase their own copy: 

The Boy Who Dared by Susan Campbell Bartoletti (ISBN-13: 978-0439680134) 

Synopsis: When 16-year-old Helmut Hubner listens to the BBC news on an illegal short-wave 

radio, he quickly discovers Germany is lying to the people. But when he tries to expose the truth 

with leaflets, he's tried for treason. Sentenced to death and waiting in a jail cell, Helmut's story 

emerges in a series of flashbacks that show his growth from a naive child caught up in the 

patriotism of the times, to a sensitive and mature young man who thinks for himself. 

I am Princess X by Cherie Priest (ISBN-13: 9781338032352) 

Synopsis: Libby drew the pictures, May wrote the tales, and their heroine, Princess X, slayed all 

the dragons and scaled all the mountains their imaginations could conjure. Once upon a few 

years later, Libby was in the car with her mom, driving across the Ballard Bridge on a rainy 

night. When the car went over the side, Libby passed away, and Princess X died with her. Once 

upon a now: May is sixteen and lonely, wandering the streets of Seattle, when she sees a sticker 

slapped in a corner window. Princess X? When May looks around, she sees the Princess 

everywhere: Stickers. Patches. Graffiti. There's an entire underground culture, focused around a 

webcomic at IAmPrincessX.com. The more May explores the webcomic, the more she sees 

disturbing similarities between Libby's story and Princess X online. And that means that only one 

person could have started this phenomenon---her best friend, Libby, who lives. 
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Back to school connections/expectations 

During the first six weeks of school, the student will be expected to: 

In Reading: 

1. Share with a partner who read the opposite book before we analyze it for elements of 

fiction 

2. Analyze and discuss elements of fiction using the books as an example 

3. Discuss how to summarize expository text vs. how to summarize a fictional text 

4. Write a summary of their article and share their summary and rationale  

In Writing: 

1. Analyze and imitate model sentences for parts of speech and basic sentence structure 

2. Use figurative language  

3. Write using voice and vivid, effective word choice 

4. Learn how to utilize an Insider Chart to organize background knowledge and textual 

evidence  

Grading 

This project will count as 10% of the student’s first six weeks grade. 

The project will be due on the first day of school 

The student will not lose points on the project until after September 6th. 

 

Assignment 

1. Read the novel, annotating (writing in the margins or on Post-It Notes) with your 

observations about elements such as setting, theme, character, and author’s use of 

words and language to convey meaning). Be prepared to share your annotations during 

class discussions of the novel. 

2. Find an informational article that relates to some aspect (theme, subject, time period, 

characters, etc.) of the novel. 

a. Appropriate articles can be found at the following websites.  

 Scholastic: 

http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3754584 

 Kidnewsroom.org 

 Timeforkids.com 

 Readworks.org 

 NewsELA.com 

 TweenTribune.com 

http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3754584
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 PBS: http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/ 

 The New York Times in Plain English: 

http://www.thetimesinplainenglish.com/wp/  

b. Explain the connection between the novel and the article in a paragraph that is 

5-7 sentences long. Use evidence from BOTH texts to support your answer. Be 

sure to include the title and source of your article in the paragraph. 

 

3. Complete the Post Mortem of a Protagonist activity (see page 4 of this handout). 

 

4. As you read the novel, find at least 3 examples of imagery (language that has to do with 

the senses of sight, smell, touch, taste, and sound).  Explain what the author meant by 

it, why the author used it, and how it affects the reader. Complete the chart on page 5 

of this packet in the style of the example provided. 
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Post Mortem of a Protagonist 

(This assignment can be completed electronically or it may be hand written.) 

You will analyze a character of your choice from the novel you choose to read.   

1. Draw an outline of the character’s body.  
2. Choose 5 of the body parts listed below to illustrate. Answer the questions over each body part and find 

quotations/passages to support your answers. Place these strategically on the body outline. Write the 
chapter and page # in parentheses after each quotation or passage.  
 

Body Parts: 

Head:    You will analyze the intellectual side of the character.    

1. Does he/she analyze situations or just react? 
2. Is he/she smart or intelligent? 

 
Eyes:    You will analyze how observant the character is. 

1. What does he/she notice about others? 
2. What does he/she notice about his/her surroundings? 

 
Ears:    You will analyze what others say about him/her. 

1. Why does he/she remember what others say to him/her? 
2. How is he/she affected by what others say? 

 
Mouth:   You will analyze what the character reveals when he/she speaks. 

1. What philosophy regarding life and surroundings does he/she reveal? 
2. What idea or value does he/she assert or demonstrate is important? 

 
Hands:   You will analyze how the character handles situations and events. 

1. What kind of conflicts does he/she deal with? 
2. How does he/she resolve or deal with conflicts? 

 
Heart:    You will analyze the emotional nature of the character. 

1. How does the character feel about himself/herself? 
2. How does the character feel about people who are different? 

 
Torso/Legs:   You will analyze the instinctive side of the character. 

1. What brings the character pain? 
2. How does he/she deal with emotional and physical pain? 

 
Feet:    You will analyze the character’s reactions to events. 

1. When upset about something, how does the character react?  (fight, flight, or freeze) 
2. How is he/she affected by where he/she has been? 

 
Wings:    You will analyze the character’s potential. 

1. What kind of future do you see this character having? 
2. What do you think the character will value or reflect on when approaching death?  What will 

become important? 
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Imagery in (title of novel you chose)_______________________________________________________ 

Example of Imagery in 
text 

What do the words 
mean? 

Why did the author 
use these words? 

How do these words 
affect the reader? 

"In a cell on the ground 
floor, the light shifts dark 
shapes into a small stool, 
a scrawny table, and a 
bed made of wooden 
boards with no mattress 
or blankets." (p. 80) 

The room is dark and 
sparsely furnished. It is a 
frightening, 
uncomfortable place. 
 

To make the reader 
understand that the room 
is not just a plain, dark 
room, but actually a 
prison cell, a place meant 
to punish those who are 
held there. 

The reader can 
understand the 
helplessness, discomfort, 
worry, and fear of the 
boy who is huddled on 
the bed.  
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